
STUDY OF ISLAM 

Description of the goals and rationale 

The Study of Islam Program Unit fosters intellectual exchange and collaboration among regional  

scholars working in any area of Islamic Studies. In addition to research panels, we host an  

annual roundtable devoted to a topic of current pedagogical concern, and we have launched an  

annual film series. We welcome papers from academics at any career stage. 

 

Co-Chairs 

Josie Hendrickson, University of Alberta, jnhendri@ualberta.ca 

Paul Powers, Lewis & Clark College, ppowers@lclark.edu  

 

Call for Papers 

1. General 

 

We encourage proposals for papers or full panels investigating any aspect of historical or 

contemporary Islam, including but not limited to Islamic texts, practices, law, history, and 

theology. For the 2014 meeting, we especially welcome proposals related to pilgrimage. All 

proposals should be submitted electronically. 

 

2. Pedagogy Panel 

 

We also seek participants for our annual pedagogy roundtable, focused this year on teaching 

modern Islam. If you are interested in participating in the pedagogy roundtable, please contact 

co-chair Josie Hendrickson by e-mail (jnhendri@ualberta.ca) rather than submitting a proposal 

through the online system. Specialists as well as interested non-specialists are welcome. 

 

3. The Challenges of Teaching Religions with Sacred Texts in a Contemporary Context 

 
This year, our unit will also be participating in a joint session on the challenges of teaching religions with 

sacred texts in a contemporary context. The full call for this special session is pasted below. Proposals 

related to Islam should be submitted through the online submission system to the Study of Islam unit.  

General Description 

This joint session will bring together teacher-scholars from five different units (Asian and Comparative 

Studies, Study of Islam, Special Topics: Mormon Studies, New Testament and Hellenistic Religions, and 

Hebrew Bible) in the PNW AAR/SBL region in order to discuss common teaching challenges. The 

purpose of this session is to generate a cross-disciplinary conversation on teaching and learning. 

Call for Papers 

We are inviting higher-education professionals, who teach at the undergraduate level, to reflect on the 

intersection of their disciplinary expertise and teaching experiences and submit a paper proposal (500-700 

words). 

Presentation Questions 

Participants have to consider and address in depth at least two of the following questions:  
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1. What are the challenges and strategies of teaching a Religion with sacred texts that are 

usually viewed through multiple layers of interpretation? 

2. What are the challenges and strategies of teaching a Religion with sacred texts that are 

usually written in languages inaccessible to a wide audience? 

3. What are the challenges and strategies of teaching a Religion with sacred texts in a 

Liberal Arts context versus a Research University, or versus a Seminary? 

4. What are the challenges and strategies of teaching a Religion with sacred texts to a 

generation of students that are more accustomed to reading webpages than ancient 

documents? 

 
Guidelines 

1. Please submit your proposals directly to the chair(s) of the unit to which you belong. 

2. Please keep in mind that you will have twenty minutes for your presentation. 

3. Please keep in mind that there is a possibility of a travel/lodging stipend for your 

presentation. Details on funding will be available in late October. Please check the 

regional website for updates on funding. 
 


